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THE CRISIS OF FEAR > 


— and Eire’s example 


si HE three great Powers have so obviously drifted into a 
crisis of confidence that possibly a meeting of their heads 
of State might persuade Stalin that his friends are not preparing 


a stab 


‘AN UNSUSPECTED LESSON BEHIND — 


THE CRY FOR 
War-criminal trials 


ITHEL 


T will be interesting to 
observe in what way and 
according to what law or rule 
and procedure the punishment 


says 


of “war criminals” will be 
accomplished. 
Many acts have been designated 


“war crimes’ and many people in 
Germany have been listed as “war 
criminals” under the War Crimes 
Commission which, since 1942, has 
been busy sifting material submitted 
to it. It has had to deal with two 
categories of acts. The first category 
concerns such acts as are violations 
of the rules of war to which Germany 
together with most civilised countries 
has subscribed. 


The second category concerns acts 
which are described as acts which 
violate the conscience of civilized 
humanity. This latter is something 
new in criminal classification and 
borders on the undefinedness of the 
German law which made everything 
an offence which was not in accord 
with the will-of the Fiihrer. 


On both sides ° 


In the first category there are 
plenty of instances of breaches of 
what Lauterpacht chooses to call the 
International Law of War on both 
sides. One need only look at the Air 
Warfare Rules of 1923 to observe the 
extent to which rules of war can be 


broken and the breaches solemnly 
justified. ; 
But the second category gives 


leave and licence to the victorious 
belligerent to classify as a crime any 
act the fancy may dictate and to visit 
such crimes with punishments that 
International Law nowhere prescribes. 
Indeed, it is only in a few cases the 
rules of war themselves prescribe 
any penalty and where they do, as 
in the Air Warfare Rules (Article 
24), it is “compensatory” rather than 
“punitive.” Furthermore, such com- 
pensatory penalties are exactions 
upon States and not upon persons, 
for, up to the present the “persona” 
of International Law is the political 
sovereign State. 

The demand, however, for the 
punishment of “war crimes” has 
certain, welcome implications. It 
involves the greatest inroad so far 
made upon the doctrine of the 
sovereignty of the State, and an 


QUIZ CORNER 


A LETTER, which accompanies a cheque 
f of 30s. for the Peace News Fund, says: 

It came to me in the form of a bonus 
for working on VE-Day and as I hope 1 
had no hand in engineering victory so I 
cannot share in the rewards.” 

We too worked on VE-DAY, but we had a 
two-fold reward: we saw PN (unlike a good 
many national weeklies) come out on time— 
with the co-operation of our printers: and we 
had the encouragement of a fine response to 
our suggestion that renders should show their 
gratitude at the ending of the European war 
hy sending a special donation to the PN Fund. 

When the next appeal for the PN Fund 
appears, in a fortnight's time, we shall have 
just passed two note-worthy anniversaries— 
one of them of particular interest to our 
readers. Both fall on the same day. Can you 
guess what they are? You have ao fortnight 
to do so—but in the meantime why not pledge 
yourself to send the PN Fund five shillings 
if you get them both wrong, or half-a-crown 
if only one of them stumps you. Those who 
will get both right will be so few, we believe, 
that we can afford to let them off. But we 
anticipate quite a haul of. half-crowns, 
Watch this space on June 8! 

Contributions since May 11: £17 9s. 11d. 
Total to date: £5.933 2s. 6d. 

bo] « a 

Please make cheques. ete.. payable to Peace 
News. Ltd.. and address them to the Acecount- 
ant, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


DAVIES 


implied recognition of the com- 
munity basis in international 
relations. 


The result will be that the indi- 
vidual miscreant can no longer take 
refuge from the consequences of his 
misdeeds under the wing of the 
Almighty State. Seemingly, human 
intelligence is incapable of proceed- 
ing by rationally ordained steps and 
must needs “blunder through,” and 
bring about by force of sadistic 
emotionalism results which Reason, 
were it given to rule, could long ago 
have established. And since we are 
moved more by emotional states than 
by rational endeavour we must in- 
evitably put up with the consequences 
of the former in order to achieve the 
results of the latter. 

That comforting reflection, how- 
ever, does not get the United Nations 
over their present difficulties in the 
prosecution of “war criminals.” The 
only way in which that difficulty can 
be overcome is by specific stipulations 
to that end in a Peace Treaty. 

But such a procedure takes us out- 
side the realm of international justice 
and does not in itself assist us in 
resolving a point of major impor- 
tance to the future of international 
relations. Until that point is 
resolved the trial and punishment of 
“war criminals” will be nothing but 
a pathetic side-show, 

It would be far more profitable if 
the delegates assembled at San 

(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 


WIN OVER THE 


GERMAN YOUTH 
- Appeal to SHAEF 


GOME of the immediate problems 
2 facing the Allies in connection 
with education in Germany are dealt 
with in a memorandum prepared by 
a special commitiee of the National 
Peace Council which has been sub- 
mitted for the consjderation of 
SHAEF and the education section 
of the Allied Control Commission. 
The statement has also been sent to 
Mr. Butler, Minister of Education, 
and to the various Allied Ministers 
of Education. 

“Even among the younger Ger- 
mans who are frequently regarded 
as utterly given over to Hitler,” says 
the statement, “there are secret youth 


groups, such as that called “ Edel- 
weiss,’ and there have been re- 
markable instances of open re- 
sistance. 


“The revolt of the students in 
Munich in 19438, which resulted in 


the beheading of two of the 
students and one of the professors, 
was the precursor of similar 


rimings. A manifesto subsequently 
issued by the Munich students and 
circulated in other German wuni- 
versities, showed a spirit which 
offers ground for hope in the 
future. The manifesto described 
the yayging of opinion and the 
crippling of the intellect in which 
the youth of Germany had grown 
up. The tyranny of Hitlerism had 
not crushed, however, a concern 
for true scholarship and freedom 
of spirit. 
“While such acts and words are 
rare, or are lost in the oblivion of 
prison or the execution yard, there 


in the back and the Western Allies that Russia is not 
planning to fill Hitler’s vacuum with its own New Order. 
2d: crises of recent weeks—Poland, Trieste, Carinthia, Ruthenia— 


All the 


bear the marks of fear.” 

These two sentences from the 
Economist (May .19) sum up 
admirably the exasperating 
tangle in which the major Allies 
find themselves after their vic- 
tory over Germany. 

But, adds The Economist, a new 
meeting of the Big Three will 
“achieve a real success only if the 
British and American leaders have a 
firm policy of their own.” 

Stalin’s moves, though they can 
easily be represented as alarmingly 
sinister, may result from nothing 
worse than an attempt to ensure 
Russia’s future security. If, however, 


the other powers decide there is no. 


other course open but to resort to the 
same naked power-politics, the out- 
look is grim. But we have yet to dis- 
cover what “firm policy ” we profess 
—other than pure expediency, 


Eire’s example 


(THE British and American leaders 

might do worse than meditate 
upon the object-lesson in statesman- 
ship which has been provided by Mr. 
de Valera, His problem is (or ought 
to be) theirs: how to pursue a policy 
in which morality is not denied, when 
faced with a powerful neighbour 
obsessed with a concern for its own 
military security. 

During the war Eire remained 
neutral—as was her right—and 
announced that she would resist 
aggression from any quarter. In his 
broadcast on May 13 Mr. Churchill 
chose to disregard such aspects of 
this policy as were beneficial to 
Britain, and to fasten exclusively on 
others: 

ae vip if it had not been for the loyalty 
and friendship of Northern Ireland we 
should have been forced to come to close 
quarters with Mr. de Valera or perish for- 
ever from the earth. However, with a 
restraint and poise to which, I say, history 
will tind few parallets, we never Jaid a violent 
hand upon them, which at times would have 
been quite easy and quite natural, and left the 


BEST IN THE 


are countless families where the 
parents’ hatred of the dictatorship 
will have produced inner disaffection 


among the children.” 
Task for Democracy 


“The defeat of Hitler’s armies 
will bring scepticism and widespread 
disillusionment. It will be a task 
worthy of the democratic nations to 
convert this criticism into a. positive 
repudiation of Nazism and all its 
works. The psychological upheaval 
which must accompany defeat can be 
utilized to win over the best elements 
in German youth. On the other 
hand, if neglected, it may lead to 
frustration and to revolutionary 
activity of a destructive kind, and 
sow the seeds of future war.” 

Allied action in this field should be 
governed, it is suggested, by the 
principle “that however much chil- 
dren have been conditioned to brutal 
thought and behaviour, they are 
essentially innocent victims and not 
guilty persons and that therefore the 
only right and reasonable process to 
be applied to them is not punishment 
but redemption.” 


The memorandum urges the re- 
opening of the schools at the earliest 


practicable moment, the use of 
suitable refugees and_ specially- 
selected and trained prisoners of 


war to help to meet the grave 
shortage of teachers, the building of 
“new and sounder foundations “ein 
the minds of the younger Germany 
not by “a_ critical attack on 
National-Socialist teachings but by 
positive instruction in history, litera- 
ture, and general well-being” 
(Copies of the statement, which is published 
in a new series of leaftets dealing with various 
aspects of ‘‘ the German Problem” now being 
issued by the National Peace Council, can be 


obtained from the Council at 144 Southampton 
Row, kbondon, W.C.1.) 


Commentary 


de Valera Government to frolic with the 
German and Jater with the Japanese repre- 
sentatives to their heart's content.” 


De Valera replies 


MR. de VALERA’S broadcast reply 
ivi (May 16) was a model of digni- 
fied restraint in the face of offensive 
provocation. He even “turned the 
other cheek” to the extent of 
acknowledging that “restraint and 
poise”? on which Mr, Churchill had 
already congratulated himself (and 
which this part of his public utter- 
ance so deplorably lacked). 


“‘T shall strive not to be guilty,” said Mr. 
de Valera, ‘of adding any fuel to the flames 
of hatred and passion which, if continued to 
be fed, promise to burn up whatever is left 
by the war of decent human feeling in Europe. 

“ Allowances can be made _ for Mr. 
Churchill’s statement, however unworthy, in 
the first exuberunce of his victory. No such 
excuse could be found for me in this quieter 
atmosphere.” 


The next passage shows that Mr. 
Churchill came near to acting in a 
fashion he condemned when Hitler 


was the culprit: 

“Mr. Churchill makes it clear that in cer- 
tain circumstances he would have violated 
our neutrality and that he would justify his 
action by Britain’s necessity. 

“It seems strange to me that Mr. Churchill 
does not see that this, if accepted, would 
mean that Britain’s necessity would become 
the moral code and that when this necessity 
was involved other people’s rights were not 
to count.” 


Towards real peace 


"THEN followed words which have 
a moral for each of the Big 


Three: 

“It is indeed fortunate that Britain's 
necessity did not reach the point where Mr. 
Churchill would have acted. All credit to him 
that he successfully resisted the temptation 
which, I haye no doubt, many times assailed 
him in his "difficulties and to which, I freely 
admit, other leaders might have easily suc- 
cumbed. = cae 

“By resisting his temptation in this in- 
stance Mr, Churchill, instead of adding 
another horrid chapter to the already blood- 
stained record of the relations between Eng- 
Innd and this country, has advanced the cause 
of international morality, an important step, 
one of the most important, indeed, than can 
be taken on the road to the establishment of 
any sure basis for peace. It may perhaps 
mark a fresh beginning towards the realisa- 
tion of that mutual comprehension to which 
Mr. Churchill has referred. . .” ie 

It should be added that Mr. de 
Valera outlined in the Dail (on May 
18) plans to send £3,000,000-worth of 


food, clothing, and livestock to help 


in the relief of Europe, and warned | 


the Irish people that it would entail 
ration cuts at home. Neutrality and 
selfish isolationism are not the same 
thing. We need the same sort of 
principled foreign policy ourselves— 
and the same moral courage behind it. 


Offer from Japan 


MPHE fact of a peace offer from 
a Japan now seems established. 
The Army and Navy Journal, an 
unofficial US Service publication, 
even declared on May 12 that Presi- 
dent Truman opened the door for it 
with his VE-Day message stating 
that unconditional surrender would 
not mean the destruction of the 
Japanese people, (Allied air-power, 
though, is certainly bringing the 
destruction of an appalling number 
of them, Fire-raising obliteration 
raids must be producing an effect on 
Japanese cities even more terrible 
than in Germany.) 

Two considerations are relevant on 
the political plane: 1. With Allied 
“unity ’ so precarious, negotiations 
with Japan would scarcely advance 
world-peace if conducted by one Ally 
against the wishes of the others. 2. 
The Big Business element in Japan, 
which it is suggested may be behind 
the latest move, is a rival of western 
Big Business. Thus it is cynically 
realistic for the Daily Telegraph 
(May 19) to declare that, because 
one of the Japanese proposals was 
that Japan should retain her hold on 
the “ co-prosperity sphere” in Man- 
churia and China, this alone “ rules 
out any chance of consideration by 
the major Allies.” 

Russian intervention would radi- 
cally change the situation. There has 
never been a sign of any liking for 
Chinese Communism in Washington 
or London. Harry Paxton Howard, 
author of important books on Asia, 
writes in a Worldover Press dispatch 


(Apr. 18): 
(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 


\ 


May 25, 1945 


PEACE NEWS 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 
Stamford Hill 2262 


All letters on other than editorial! matters 
should be addressed to the Manager 


OCCUPATION 


ERMANY is utterly smashed. 

For the Allies to evacuate the 
desert they have made would be the 
height of irresponsibility, even if 
German democrats were to be con- 
jured out of thin air. Power entails 
responsibility: the Allies have now 
to apply themselves to the less 
spectacular, though no less import- 
ant—part of their task—to fill the 
German vacuum. 

Punishment, restraint, rehabilita- 
tion: the three categories from 
penal experience are already jostling 
in public discussion. And newest 
of all, comes the division between 


“nominal Nazis” and genuine thugs. 

“The Military Government is tackling the 
problem sincerely, but it is proving far 
harder than was ever thought to find capable 
people who are not in one way or another 
tarred with the Nazi brush.” (Manchester 
Guardian, May 16.) 


The recognition that the Party 
membership card is not, automati- 
cally, proof of villainy—and con- 
versely that absence of it igs not 
proof of heroism—-ig the first step 
away from that judgment by cate- 
gories, which has been the most 
damnable feature of Lord Vansit- 
tart’s counsel. As soon as the 
reality is analysed at close quarters 
the simple picture in black and white 
is seen to be not merely irrelevant 
but a substantial hindrance. Ger- 
many (we must recognise in time) 
is complex, subtle, and many-sided. 

In these first days of victory, the 
loudest noises of the conquerors are 
not, indeed, particularly relevant. 
But the bark may be worse than 
the bite; the unexpended hatred has 
to be worked off somewhere—and in 
the Press may do less harm than in 
actual administration. Mr. Chur- 
chill ig reticent about the status of 
Admiral Doenitz and his associates, 
for he knows, as some appear not 
to, that building up from the ruins 
in Germany must be a highly deli- 
eate business. Pacifists will not find 
any principle which is immediately 
relevant to the possible choices, but 
their preference, we judge, will 
(other things being equal) be against 
a Military Government. 

But other things .are, 
immensely unequal. Germany is a 
defeated nation. Her people’s psy- 
chelogy is in the melting-pot. Those 
who call for a native social- 
democratic regime to be _ installed 
soon should not overlook the difficul- 
ties of finding surviving democrats 
equal to the great burden of restor- 
ing the elements of civilized life. 
Nor should they overlook the proba- 
bility that any German whose power 
rests on patronage of the victors will 
be regarded as traitorous when the 
atmosphere has settled down. 
Already a News Chronicle leader 
terms ‘‘ Doenitz and his principal 
stooge” precursors of ‘a kind of 
quisling Government.” If that is 
what the victors already say, what 
can We expect the vanquished to 
think? Partly for this reason, we 
should avoid the danger of handi- 
capping a renascent German regime 
by associating it with the favour of 
the Allies. No German who wields 
much influence today is likely to do 
so in 1955. ‘ 

Military Government — at least in 
the Anglo-Saxon zones—may prove, 
therefore, the lesser evil. It will be 
recalled that it was Gen. Plumer, of 
the Army of Occupation, whose 
urgent telegram to the statesmen 
effected the virtual lifting of the 
blockade in 1919. The occupying 
forces’ health and morale were alike 
endangered by the pitiful state of 
the country, for they were giving 
away their rations to the starving 
Germans. There is no reason to 
doubt, we believe, the fundamental 
humanity of the military chiefs in 
the - administration of Germany. 
Although instances of courtesy and 
humaneness of the Services to their 
defeated enemy were reproved last 
week, presumably after strong poli- 
tical pressure, it would take a rash 
man to prophesy that Gen. Eisen- 
hower will not, during this coming 
winter, play the role of Gen. Plumer, 
and bring the pressure of the humane 
eye-witness on the remote politician. 


in fact, 


Will this be... 


History, according to Gibbon, is 
“little more than the register of the 
crimes, follies, and misfortunes of 
mankind.” And mankind today is 
certainly engaged, with considerable 
success, in providing plenty of 
material for such a view. 

Now that the Allies have con- 
gratulated themselves on their vic- 
tory in the European war, it may 
prove a valuable exercise in historical 
perspective if we try to project our 
minds a hundred or more years 
hence and imagine what the historian 
of the future, unaffected by the pas- 
sions and prejudices of our present 
situation, will have to say about it. 
Your guess is as good as mine; but 
I do not think that the following 
imaginative extract from an as yet 
unwritten “History of the Twentieth 
Century” is likely to be so very wide 
of the mark. 


"THE process of maniacal des- 
truction which left Central 
Eufope a desert for generations 
reached its peak with the in- 
vasion of the Continent from 
England in June, 1944. 

From then until the official end of 
the war in Europe in the spring of 
1945 the devastation begun by hordes 
of bombers during the preceding 
three years was completed by swarms 
of tanks and masses of artillery as 
well as by continued aerial bombard- 
ment. In most of Germany and 
parts of other lands, civilized human 
life became impossible, and men were 
degraded to the level of barbarians. 

When considering today _ this 
furious crisis of the Second World 
War, we are struck most of all by the 
immense gulf separating the utter- 
ances of statesmen and leaders from 
the realities of the times. 

While Europe was being destroyed 
the leaders of the United Nations 
were talking of “liberation.” While 
the shadow of the future of the 
devastated Continent loomed dark 
and ominous over the smouldering 
ruins of a dying civilization the vic- 
tors were thinking in terms of three- 
Power pacts, of a return to the old 
order of things, of such domestic 
issues as the retention or abolition of 


The verdict of 
history ? ... asks Cyril Hughes 


Were they incredibly hypocritical 


war-time controls. While women and 
babes were roasted and suffocated in 
the name of humanity the statesmen 
argued about justice for war- 
criminais. 

The culmination of the Age of 
Capitalist Industrialism was the bull- 
dozer. Snuffling about amidst the 
rubble of dead cities like some 
ungainly prehistoric monster, clear- 
ing roads for the advancing armies, 
the bulldozer became the spearhead 
and the symbol of that “liberation” 
of which politicians spoke so glibly. 


[" is difficult for us today to realize 

that in 1945 most people in the 
world regarded Hitler’s Germany as 
the villain of the piece. We see 
Hitler as ‘a necessary product of 
declining capitalism, a veritable child 
of his times, 

Blindly, brutally, he attempted to 
impose upon the chaos of Europe some 
sort of solution, some sort of rough 
unity. His methods were 
undoubtedly wrong; but in so far as 
hig tyranny was not simply tyranny 
it might in time have faded and left 
a core of goodness behind. So much 
cannot be said for the Allies. 

They provide the outstanding 
example in history of the remedy 
proving worse than the. disease. 
Their little finger proved infinitely 
thicker than Hitler’s loins, and where 
Hitler had chastised Europe with 
whips, they chastised it with scor- 
pions. As Hitler had used the Jews 
for his scapegoat, so they used Hitler 
and the Germans for theirs, and, ‘by 
blaming all the ill of the world upon 
Germany, successfully avoided an 
examination of the real troubles and 
the real causes. 

Hitler brought to Europe violence 
—and a plan, The Allies brought 
ten times the violence, and no plan at 
all. Their only aim was to prevent 
Hitler’s plan from being accom. 
plished, in their own political and 
commercial interests. 


LETTERS 


Limitations on freedom 


Howard Whitten’s idea of social harmony 
appears to be bused upon a conception of 
society in which certain people ecek to con- 
fine the opinions of others within limits. Ae 
a result, the views of those who helieve 
radical changes in the structure of society 
to be necessary for the furthering of the 
happiness and the progress of mankind, are 
bound to be regarded as outside the law. 

But Howard Whitten is wrong in setting 
up his view as the social-democratic ulter- 
native to the anarchist belief, for a glance 
at the sponsors of the Freedom Press Defence 
Committee would serve to convince anyone 
that support for the practical expression of 
real freedom spreads far beyond the confines 
of the anarchist movement. 

In the past, prison and suppression have 
been the weapons by which human progress 
has been all too often delayed. Today the 
pacifist anarchist, And small revolutionary 
movements occupy the position vis-a-vis the 
Jaw which was held during the 19th century 
by the mass workers’ movements. And the 
pacifist advocate of non-violence, whether he 
believes in the use of hia weapon merely 
to reform or completely revolutionise society, 
Places himself in a position analagous to that 
of the anarchist. 

If we believe in. freedom as an inalienable 


right, then obviously we do not expect it 
to apply only to ‘‘noble and disinterested 
idealists’’ (Mr. Justice Birkett’s description 


of the anarchists). We must stand also for 
the right of those with whose views we dis- 
agree to express their convictions. The society 
which would suppress (lovely euphemism) 
the Jew-baiter, would also suppress the 
Jehovah Witness. We have always stood for 
the right of the Jehovah Witness to say 
what he thinks—are we such masters of the 
world that we know that it is right—or 
practicable—to remove Jew-baiting by Acts 
of Parliament? 
GEOFFREY PITTOCK-BUSS. 
6 Great Ormond St., W.C.1. 


The Argentine regime 


Your derogatory remark concerning British 
“tenderness for Argentina at San Francisco” 
is surely misplaced. For some time now the 
policy of the Argentine Government has heen 
directed towards an increased internal 
liberalism. Self-interest no doubt dictated 
this policy as it did in a reverse fashion 
whilst it seemed that Nazism was going to 
be supreme in Europe. But that is the way 
of national policies and is likely to remain 
so. Criticism of ‘‘ national opportunism ”’ is 
therefore irrelevant. : 

Apart from that the reason why the United 
States and Great Britain supported the entire 
Latin-American delegation at San Francisco 
was simply that not to do so would have 
resulted in an overthrow of the Argentine 
Government and the rise of a government 
of extreme reactionary tendencies. Even (so 
it was with difficulty that the Argentine 
Government put down an attempted right 
wing revolution on the day Berlin fell. When 
such a forthright democrat as Senator Ball 
saw fit not to quarrel with President 
Truman’s decision to ignore Mr. Huil’s 
utterly bankrupt policy with regard to 


Argentina that is proof enough of Argen- 
tina’s progress in\the right direction, 
HOWARD FOX, 
“Thornwood,” Cross Keys, 

Sevenoaks, Kent. 
We should be interested to know var carres- 
pondent’s evidence for believing that the 
revolution which was suppressed had no 
popular support. The Daily Telegraph 
(May 8) reported that, in the three days 
preceding May 7 the Farrell-Peron regime 
had (a) forcibly wseccupied cable, Press 
agency, and telegraph offices with squacs 
of troops; (b) detailed 1,000 mounted and 
motorised police to maintain order in the 
Buenos Aires business district; and (c) 
resorted to a Press censorship to keep 
details from reaching the outside world, 
particularly San Francisco. 


Even Gen. Franco. has made some show of 
“increased internal liberalism” in Spain; 
would this strengthen a Spanish claim to 
be represented at San Francisco as against 
that of the Warsaw Poles? We Believe 
al! three regimes are open to the charge 
of being unrepresentative and undemo- 
cratie.—Ed. 


Pillar or prop ? 


I also discerned a similarity to pre-war 
pacifist argument in some passages of 
Beveridge’s “ Price of Peace,”. but that didn’t 
make as favourable an impression on me as 
on your reviewer. 

Perhaps, from the quotations given, your 
readers were able to make an independent 
judgment on thig hotch-potch of sanctimoni- 
ous idealism and realpolitik. It is a good 
thing for Beveridge’s supporters that the 
choice is not really “‘ between Utopia or Hell.” 

Sir W. Beveridge reveals that economic con- 
ditions and man’s pugnacity are not im- 
portant causes of war. Internationa] anarchy 
is exploited by ambitious leaders and their 
opponents who desire revenge. This analysis 
seems “admirable” to Mr. Walker. But 
what creates the desire for revenge or throws 
up ambitious leaders? What causes fear? 
Are these questions Ese awkward to answer? 

ig unfertunate that any comparison was 
dee with the work of E. H. Carr, who 
has made an honest and valuable contribu- 
tian to the study of international politics. 
This book of Beveridge’s rivals its prede- 
cessors in its attempt to please everghody. 
In consequence -it is not one of the “ Pillars 
of Security" but a pit-prop of capitalism. 


Gravesend. DONALD PORT. 


Invitation to Eire 


Peace is here. Only 56 miles from Holly- 
head is the Land of Enchantment, the 
Emerald Isle. . . . Only 56 short miles, but 
it divides two worlds. 

Here the candles of a_ gentler i 
not burned out. Standardization and_indus- 
trialization are mercifully off-stage. Friends 
wishing to come for a short or long holiday, 
which will be the equivalent of the recharging 
of their spiritual and physical batteries . . 


to get touch with the 


age have 


z ial] invited 
writer Ly tavtes © DAVID JACKSON. 
co Royal Bank, Dunleary, Fire. 


or incredibly stupid? The latter is, 
perhaps, the more charitable view. 
And when we read in the records of 
the times the enthusiasm with which 
the people were urged to the slaugh- 
ter of a continent ,by statesmen 
bishops, and journalists, we must 
accept it as the true verdict if we are 
not-to believe more evil of men than 
our minds will tolerate. 

These deluded people really 
believed that their names would live 
in history as deliverers and liberators. 
Their names will live indeed—but as 
destroyers whose deeds make Attila 
and Jenhiz Khan look the merest 
amateurs, We who have inherited 
their legacy of annihilation, a Europe 
stripped of its treasures, can only 
wonder at the mentality of people 
who used the word “Hun” as a term 
of abuse while vastly improving on 
the Huns’ technique of devastation; 
or who could condemn the Thirty 
Years’ War as_ barbarous § and 
unnecessary and then calmly proceed 
to lay waste again to an area long 
since recovered from that calamity. 

* 


AND not only in material things 
3 was irreparable damage done. 
Not only were such historical monu- 
ments as the house of the poet Goethe 
in Frankfurt-am-Main _ destroyed. 
The very spirit of men like Goethe 
was murdered too. For at the Peace 


Settlement... . 
e * ® 


... But that chapter is yet to be 
written. The Peace Settlement has 
not yet been made—openly, anyway. 
What are we going to do about it? 
Can we impress the makers of the 
peace with the need for sanity and 
political and economic. realism suffi- 
ciently to unwrite the implications of 
that last sentence above? If we fail, 
and the peace-terms are carried out, 
this war may occupy but a small 
space in the history-books of the 
future, forming but a prelude to the 
mightier tragedy of the Third World 
War. 


“WORDS OF PEACE 
No. 126 


You see only one clear issue, but 
there are many in this war... It 
is compounded of all the ignorance 
and jealousy and hate and greed and 
stupidity in our country today. The 
idealists aren't free from blame 
either, for they have fomented ill- 
feeling and have frothed all over the 
place over problems they know 
nothing about. 

It ts easy to be virtuous about 
your neighbour's failings when you 
have not the slightest idea of the 
reason for these so-called failings, 

—Taylor Caldwell (referring to 
the American Civil War) jn 


“Dynasty of Death.” 


Conscription and Peace 


“MILITARY CONSCRIPTION 
AFTER THE WAR? 


with cartoon by Arthur Wragg 
2s. per 100. 


Mahatma Gandhi’s 
APPEAL FOR A JUST PEACE 


1s. per 100 


BOOKSHOP, Endsleigh 
Street. London, W.C.1 


PPU 


FROM WANT 


GERALD BAILEY, M.A. 
REV. HAMPDEN N. HORNE 
will spenk at a 


PUBLIC MEETING 


on 
Friday, 8th June, ai 7 p.m. 


FRIENDS’ HOUSE, 
Euston Road. N.W.!. 
ADMISSION FREE 


a Union of the Fellowship of Recon- 
Baan. 38 Gordon Savare, W.C.1. 
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P.P.U. Development Column 


OPERATIONS 
MAP 


» A don’t find it easy to think 
of peace prospects in terms 
of the three or four streets around 
where you live—or if you do you are 
a very extraordinary kind of paci- 
fist. It is much easier, and much 
more natural, to relapse into specu- 
lations about world schemes for the 
abolition of war, world plans for the 
realization of pacifism, individual 
conscientious objection as part of a 
national movement which last time 
numbered 18,000, this time 60,000 
and next time... ? 
_ “Next time” is hardly the form 
in which we would choose to talk 
about the future of the pacifist 
movement. It drives us to a consi- 
deration of what we can do per- 
sonally to avoid future chaos, 
_ Our work in the local group for instance 
is more tangible tHan an armchair group will 
be ephermeral unless it is rooted in the local 
community. 

Two months ago we wrote of the need for 
the ‘‘ cell" organization of the group, provid- 
ing for the active members to be responsible 
for all contacts in the district’ where they 
live. We pointed out that this consisted in 
delivering Group Bulletins, collection of sub- 
scriptions, personal calla on sympathisers and 
general public relations. This week we want 
to say a special word about Peace News. 

We have no doubt that the distributors who 
have manfully (and womanfully) handled the 
delivery of the paper during the long war 
years would welcome co-operation in your 
particular neighbourhood. This is a job 
which can be done in conjunction with your 
own contacts; you could assume responsibility 
for getting in touch with likely new readers; 
moreover, it’s a job that symbolizes the close 
working relationship between the PPU and 
Peace News distribution. 

Neither the devolution of responsibility for 
Peace News nor the “cel!” organization of 


(continued foot of next column.) 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 


FIND 
LATEST TIME for copy: Monday 


toati iting. Correspondence (also visit) a. 
before publication. ile a ‘ 
5 : lessons 53., classes 1s. 6d. Dorothy 
So Pot: ae al Matthews, B.A., 32 Primrose Hil 
extra.) Maximum length: 50 words.| Rd.. London, N.W.3. (PRI. 5686.) REAL PEACE This Time! 


Address for Box No. replies: Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

When corresponding with PN about YW hes 
an advertisement, quote its first) Bennett. 


at Slyne 


HEALTH, Happiness and Progress 


“Free India now” appeal in 
M.P.s’ letter to Premier 


N igre cree action to give India her freedom now is demanded in 


a letter which seven MPs have sent to Mr. Churchill. 


They point 


out that the Government of India has been defeated 14 times in succession 


im _ the 


PACIFISTS AND 
RE-EDUCATION 


“It is not an adequate reply to 
public feeling about concentration 
camps to say that if they had been 
set up in Britain the people would 
have accepted them,” said Patrick 
Figgis, speaking at a P.P.U. Inter- 
Area Conference at Spiceland Train- 
ing Centre recently. 

“They were not set up in Britain,” he con- 
tinued. Nor were pacifists justified in evading 
the difficulties of German re-education by 
saying that re-education was needed in 
Britain too. The situation in Germany was 
infinitely worse. One practical contribution 
that pacifists could make to the fostering of 
international co-operation was through the 
support of work-camps manned by people 
from enemy and allied countries and engaged 
on the rebuilding of important community 
centres. 

“An attempt by pacifists to find peaceful 
methods ef  struggle,’”’ said Donald Port 
speaking at the following session, ‘‘is vital 
to the whole future of democracy.’’ Even in 
the hour of victory, democracy has been 
engulfed by the totalitarian idea. Only by 
developing non-violent methods of struggle 
and by fostering a sharpened eense of civic 
responsibility could democracy answer the 
tyranny which fascism had unleashed. 


If you move... 


If you move and have any _diffi- 
culty in finding your new local Peace 
| News distributor, please write imme- 


4 diately to the Peace News office, 3 


Blackstock Rd., London, N.4, We 
are anxious to help. 


“lI RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL 
NEVER SUPPORT OR SANCTION 
ANOTHER.” ; 

This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 

Further information from: General 
Secretary, PPU, Dick Sheppard House, 
Endsleigh St., London, W.C.1. 
SOS 8-48-8408 OS SOO 28S ORO 


the group ought to be imposed by group 
officers. It is something which should grow out 
of your concern to do your job among your 
own neighbours. Start to draw your opera- 


tional map. 
* * * 


Inquiries and suggestion about organizational 
work should be sent to the Develpoment Officer 


4 at Dick Sheppard Housc, 6 Endsleigh Street, 


London, W.C.1. 


CONCENTRATION CAMPS. Read 
highly relevant ‘‘ Fighting Fascism” 
(Ronald Mallone) ; e. 
on Freedom" (Christopher Worral) ;/conditions of employment in 
Poetry; ‘(This Happy Breed.” Ilus- advertised. 


EDUCATIONAL trated 


power to serve through speaking und Jjirmingham. 


“ Christian 
RECREATION and new fetter,” 5d. 30 Darby Rd., Oldbury,|Board for COs, 


Central Legislative Assembly—a sure indication that the present 


_régime hag lost the confidence of 
India. 

The letter calls for: 
Congress leaders still in prison; 2. 
Elections to form a responsible 
National Government of all parties in 
which all cabinet posts, except 
defence, will be held by Indian party 
leaders. 

The MPs include: W. Dobbie, W. G. 
Cove, and W. Gallacher, 

In a cable from San Francisco to 
the annual conference of the Labour 
Party Mrs. Vijayalakshmj Pandit, 
former president of the All-India 
Womens Conference, declared last 
week: 


4 “The Indian people have lost confidence 
completely in the present British Government. 
If existing conditions continue they will have 
lost faith in the British nation as well. 

“ British Labour can help to save the situa- 
tion if it is true to its own ideals of 
democracy and human freedom, and_ takes 
energetic steps to end the present deadlock 
by the release of untried political prisoners.” 


Reynolds News reported on Sunday 
that it was believed that Mr. 
Churchill had managed to persuade 
Lord Wavell not to resign his position 
as Viceroy, despite the non-accept- 
ance in London of his own proposals 


1. Release of 
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HOW YOU CAN 
HELP THE 
HUNGRY 


‘OW those in Britain who wish ta 
make some personal sacrifice 
for the hungry overseas can now do 
so is suggested in a letter to Peace 
News from Roger C. Wilson, General 
Secretary of the Friends’ Relief 
Service, one of the voluntary relief 
organizations at work in France and 
elsewhere. He writes: 


“ Many in this island are willing to give 
up their own rations, if they can be assured 
that the food does reach adults and children 
in areas of need, 

“It is not possible for us to accept sma)l 
parcels of food because a systematic feeding 
programme for even one of our several 
centres could not be based on the diverse 
and uncertain supply such a collection would 
bring. But there is a way in which efficiency 
in the work can be combined with the desire 
here to make personal eacrifices. With the 
helpful co-operation of the Ministry of Food, 
we are able to buy certain needed foods, not 
in very large quantities, but at least eufficient 
quantities to enable our workers to lay plans 
for a moderate pefiod at a time. 

“We are allocating £17,000 for the pur- 
chase of food and its distribution to those 
in need in France. May we suggest that by 
refraining from buying rationed foods and 
by sending the money saved to our Treasurers 
(the money can be earmarked for the purchase 
of food), sympathisers can make a contribu- 
tion which not only has the same personal 
effect as if the food itself had been given, 
but will have the maximum beneficial result 

| in Europe.” 


The address of the Friends Relief 
Service is: Friends House, Euston 
Rd., London, N.W.1, 


GERMANS AS DEVILS 


“WT is, in my opinion, both foolish 

and wicked to regard the whole 
German people as devils. It is better 
to regard them ag having been mis- 
led, deceived, and, in a large measure, 
helpless. It is the individuals whose 
guilt has been proved who must be 
brought to justice.” 

This was the view expressed by 
Bishop E. Logie Danson, Primus of 
the Episcopal Church in Scotland 
and Bishop of Edinburgh, when he 
addressed the annual meeting of the 
Diocesan Synod of Edinburgh on 
May 165. 

In view of Christ’s command, he 
said, it was “ most un-Christian ” to 
hate, 

We must take every step to prevent 
Germany from again plunging the 
world into war, he went on. That 
meant stern discipline; it might mean 


“Free Thoughts} We cannot confirm 


Party 


give useful advice. 


MEETINGS, etc. 


M. Joad, Vera Brittain, Victor Gol- 


SITUATIONS VACANT 
satisfactory 


Applicants in doubt are|84 The Vale, Southgate, N.14. 
News-|recommended to consult the Central/ 7386. 

6 Endsleigh S&t., 
W.C.1, which will often be able to te 


LINOTYPE operator required by|if worth-while job. 
Cc. £E printers of Peace News. Trade Union 
9 ‘|house; good wages for the right man. {Eng.) 1st 
Clifford Printing Co., 


“FOOLISH AND WICKED” TO REGARD ALL 


disarmament and the refusal of al) 
opportunity to rearm. 

But such repression was not all our 
duty. We must adopt a positive and 
constructive policy towards Germany 
in the hope that one day that nation 
would again make its contribution to 
the human race in science, industry, 
and art, 


a 


To discuss demobilization 


_The Ministry of Labour has now 
agreed to receive A, Joe Brayshaw, 
Public Relations Officer of the 
Central Board for COs, and Denis 
Hayes, to discuss “ demobilization” 
of conditionally registered COs. 

The Ministry has asked, however, 
for the interview to be postponed 
for a short time to enable certain 
points to be cleared up first. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


PROFESSIONAL Secretarial Ser- 
all posts|vice. Duplicating, ete. Mabel Eyles, 
PAL. 


WOMAN (51) PACIFIST, — in- 
rested cooking and housekeeping 
for numbers, wants post. Mod. salary 


Box 956.~ 
CIVIL ENGINEER, 30, C.0., B.Sc. 
Class Honours, passed 


12B/ A.M.LC.E. Exam, 5 years’ experience 


on A. 8S. 


Lodge, Slyne, Lanes. Run janez, Leslie Weatherhead, F. D. V. Apply 


Neill lines. 


! Apply Jean Narborough. Fleet Street Choir. 
Headmistress. 


Central Hall, Westminster, Wed. May 


words, classification, und date. 

We reserve the right to hold over 
advertisements and to limit, the fre- 
quency of continuing advertisements. 


WAR 


stamps, 


ACCOMMODATION received 
PACIFIST COUPLE with 
require house, bungalow or flat, Lon- FOR 
don or suburbs. Weedon, 1 Ashford; mote 
Rd., E£.6. GRA 13807. chair. w 
WANTED, _ bed-sitting ep: The 
garage in Exeter 
Davids Station as 
young man. Box 957. 
WILL ANYONE 
middle-aged man needing warmer! 
climate a tiny cottage or bungalow, 


room and 
aa near to St. 


possible. One blades, 


doz. Po: 


garden? Torbay, or Penzance. St. | 
Ives, Falmouth areas, Coast pre-; QUAK 
ferred. Condition 


reasonably sound and cheap. Might| Practice 
possibly rent unfurnished. Part-| Friends, 
time as gardener, ete., available if, Friends’ 
desired. All offers considered. | Friends’ 
Details, please! Box 958. N.W.1. 
DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Re-| 
form Vegetarian Guest 
happy holidays or restful recupera-|ology, p 


tion; all modern comforts. A. and K.!No callers. Montblv lists 23d. stamv. 


S. Ludlow, The Briars Crich, Mat-| kingdom 
lock. (Station: Ambergate;  Tel.jchester. 
Ambergate 44.) 

SELSEY. Rushmere Guest House.|topical o 


Comfortable. Homely, 200 yards from!"‘The Coming of Peace,” 


three guineas. Groups|striking 
catered for. Victor Smith (Manager|R.W.S. 
for Stephen Stoner & Co. Ltd.). | | Bookselle 
CARAVAN HOLIDAYS in beauti-!s5.w.19. 
ful Wye Valley. Secluded site above} 


sea, From 


tune’s Well, Sheepscombe, Stroud.|of War Resisters’ International, 

Glos. r ; Norwegian Section. “ Educational PERSONAL 
CORNWALL. Lady offers homely! Reconstruction in Germany,” price = 

hoard-residence to Friends in her|/4d, by William Sollman. Obtainable Case lac tars edad 

modernised country cottage, 3 miles|from: War Resisters’ International. i MS 


to sea. Very moderate terms] 11 
arranged for long or short periods.) 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


would welcome 
of W.R.I. funds. Any 


to the War Resisters’ International, ticl ‘Theatre, 
child: 11 Abbey Rd., Enfield. 28 at 7.80 at the Chanticlecr 
district. 


SACCHARINS 10d. a 100; 3-hole Meeting, Talk and Discussion. 


kindly sel}! Heuse. London, S.E.5. ’ 
2 WANTED: boots and clothing for 7.30 p.m. Fri, June 1. 
3 COs working on forestry. Box 967. Philip Couldry. 


immaterial] if|jliterature respecting 


BOOKS ON 


House forlosopy, theology, 


PENTAGON PRESS announces a 


“RESISTANCE 
Tintern. (Send §.A.E.). Millar. For-| price 2d. by Diderich, Lund, member 


Abbey Rd.. Enfield, Middlesex. Hips 
CHRISTENDOM HAS FAILED in $2'PS- 


30. 7 p.m. Admiesion free. Reserved 
area 1/- and 2/6d. Nationa) Peace 
Internationa] Council, 144 Southampton Row, W.C.I 
gifis of foreign LONDON FORUM. Director Fred- 
for subsequent sale on behalf jie Lohr. Public Lecture by G. H. 
such gifts Bantock on ‘Shakespeare and_ the 
Please send Man of Action.’? Part 1 Mon. May 


RESISTERS' 


with gratitude. 


i ington. 
CRIPPLED FRIEND in re- Clareville St., South Kensing 


Secondhand  wheel- CHICHESTER: Friends’ Meeting 
ith motor if possible. Leach, House, Priory Rd. Sat. May 26 at 
Pottery, St. Ives, Cornwall. 3. p.m. P.P.U. Regional Business 


1s. a doz; Ever-Ready 5s. LIVERPOOL. Rhys Davies, M.P., 
st extra. Yates, 24 Bentley and Frank Hancock. ‘Challenge of 
Peace.” Common Hall], Hackins Hey. 
Chairman : 


MIDLAND PACIFIST FELLOW- 
Information and SHIP: June 2, Selly Oak F.M.H.. 
the Faith and 8 p.m. Amy Walworth: “* Experi- 
of the Religious Society of ences of an Approved Schoo}. 

free on application to the NORTH LONDON REGION now 
Home Service Committee, hold breakfasia quarterly. Next is on 
House, Euston Rd., London, Sun., June 3, 9 a.m., Independent 


., Church Parlour, Edmonton, N.9. 

aera Sal Speaker: Donald Port. 
mysticism, tturgi- , 
j i NORTHAMPTON BREAKFAST: 
Daeihenn® ficten Fete The Pacifist in |the Post-War 
Mersea, Col- World.” Winifred Rawlins. Sun.,! 
June 3, 8.30. 


COSMOPOLITAN CIRCLE of Dis- 
verhaul] of Peace symbolism: cussion (Convener: O. David Evans), 
by J.M.; 7 p.m. Sun., May 27, at: 31 Broad- 
cover by Maxwell -Armfield. hurst Gdns., N.W.6 (2 mins. Finchley 
Stiff paper: one shilling: Rd. Tube). Subject: ‘Justice in 
rs or 60 Alexandra Rd.. England Now.” Speaker: Ernest 

Silverman. Chairman: Arthur T. 
IN NORWAY” Collis. All welcome. 


ERISM. 


olities, 


Booker, Yast 


Ersex. 


desiring congenial pen-friend- 


jthose r 
Particulars, stamp, Secy., PN, 


19 Ty Fry Gardens, Rumney, Cardiff. 


Manor-road, London, N.16. 
STAmford Hill 2943.) 


CAPABLE WOMAN WANTED 
for domestic work and serving meals 
in a Business House nr. Welling- 
borough. Good salary and outings, 
furnished or unfurnished accommo- 
dation. Write stating particulara to: 
The Secretary, Scott Bader and Co., 
Ltd., Wollaston Hall, nr. Welling- 
borough, Northants. 


TWO ADAPTABLE CHAPS to 
work cafe. Fairly “ difficult’ area 
in South London. Al) food, easy hrs. 
(some evening work). Unfurnished 
rooms available. Wages according 
to interest. Box 959. 


WANTED URGENTLY, land- 
worker on market-garden, able to do 
secretarial work an advantage. 
Facifist anarchist preferred. Box 960. 


P.P.U. ORGANIZERS WANTED: 
full-time in Scotland, commencing 
late autumn. For three months in 
E. Midlands Area, during the late 
summer. Full details from Develop- 
ment Officer, P.P.U., 6 Endsleigh 
St., London, W.C.1. An application 
from one person for both jobs would 
be considered, 


ASSISTANT to Donald Port, De- 
velopment officer. Shorthand-typing 
and knowledge of P.P.U. desirable. 
Information on application to Gen. 
Sec,, P.P.U., 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1 
by June 2. 


ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT 
wanted immediately for schoo] sur- 
veys and housing Worcestershire. 
Neat accurate draughtsman over 26 
preferred. Full particulars and salary 
required to Box 964. 


GOOD OPENING occurs in the 


(Phone: 


contractors’ engineer al] types work, 
excellent refs., requires position suit- 
able to qualifications and experience. 
Box 961. 


MARRIED MAN (€.0.) seeks post 
butler, catering or dispatch clerk. 
Accommodation (unfurn.) (1 child). 
Box 962. 


MARRIED WOMAN (31) with boy 
of 6, desires post. Anything con- 


sidered. Experienced cooking, cleri- 
cal work. Box 969. 

ANY SUGGESTIONS to _ keen 
Christian Socialist, €.0., desires 


political work after demobilization. 
Box 970. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


INSTITUTE PSYCHOLOGY, Ken- 
sington. Lectures every Tuesday. 7 
p.m. Philosophy, genuine social intro~ 
ductions. Consultations all probleme. 
Western 8935. 


REG. J. BAILEY, M.S.F., N.C.P., 


Osteopath and Naturopath. Nature- 

cure treatment of disease. 
REGINALD BAILEY, N.C.P.. 

Psychiatrist and Specialist in Eye 


Treatment (Bates Method), 134 Hop- 
pera Rd., Winchmore Hill, N.21. Con- 
sultations by appointment. Postal 
advice given. Palmers Green 7868. 


ALLYSOL-—-SEND stamps 6d. for 
two 20-page booklets ef life-conserv- 
ing information about garlic: @1) a 
herbal remedy with 5,000 years of 
history; (2) Rheursaatiam and Catarrh 
dissolved at their root. Allyso! Com- 
pany, Fairlight, Suseex. 

APOLOGIES TO READERS await- 
ing return of fountain pens. Delay 
dune to transfer to new premises. 
N.R.: T.B.S., 3389 Kennington Re., 


building trade for adaptable person, 
Midlands. Preferably able to drive. 
Chiefly on agricultural building re- 


ox 965. its attitude to wdr. Will it fail as i 

PSIOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION.) ,  new-world builder? Write to OO Witiory, Cor cenendense eit. 
Poultry farm near Bishop's Stort-|Christadelnhia. 28 West Rd., Bed- 34 Sey Ce eens 

ford. 45s. inclusive, Pacifists pre-| font, Middlesex. for free book “ The ne” ri d 

ferred. Box 966. Kingdom of God.” iddlesex. 


pairs. Box 963. 
VOLUNTARY HELP. typing, 
clerical, expenses paid. evenings. 


Urgently needed. Write Box 968. 


§.E.11—far all your pen repairs. 

COPPIN BROS. Mortgage and In- 
surance’ Brokers. Special terms of 
insurance to cover ‘“‘Halifax” and 
“Co-operative” Building Society 
mortgages. Advice and quotations 
gratis. S.A.E. please. 66 Henley Rd. 
ford, Essex. 
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COMMUNISM IN THE FAR EAST 


Commentary 


{CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


Hy Unless we come around to favouring and 

welcoming this most radical change in China, 
the Communists will continue to consolidate 
and expand their power, and their loyalty 
will continue to be to the only Power which 
has ever evinced the slightest interest in the 
conditions of the Chinese peasants and 
workers. The Chinese people will not fight 
forever for their own misery.” 

On a long view the question seems 
to be whether Communist influence 
will extend without an open clash 
with western interests. And if it 
does. what would be the ultimate 
effect on a defeated Japan? Will 
Japan’s attempted expansion prove .o 
be but the first unsuccessful move in 
an eventual rise of the peoples of the 
vast to a dominant world position? 


Treatment of Germany 


MPTHE old theme, “they will cheat 

you yet, those Junkers ” is being 
revived in modern form in a good 
many quarters at the moment. Lord 
Vansittart and his supporters are 
active. 

In this connection it is interesting 
that Mr. Alexander Clifford, quite the 
mest open-minded and intelligent of 
the war-correspondents, is already 
addressing himself to constructive 
action, 

“Put aside for the moment any ideas of 
punishment and revenge. Germany hag, in 
any case, already been ruthlessly punished... 
The important thing is to integrate this 


nation inte our world—to seek a real and 
functional solution.” 
“ the 


Mr. Clifford believes that 
principles for which we have been 
fighting compel us to try. We shall 
need to give a good example... We 
can afford to make the experiment.” 

Mr. Clifford also puts in a nutshell 
the moral case against the “bad 
argument” that what the Germans 
have done unto others we havea right 
to do unto them. 

“We cannot start using German methods 
after fighting against them for six years. If 


we honestly believe in our own cause, we 
must try to teach it to the Germans.” 


Answer to the 
hate - mongers 


“ What Buchenwald Really Means,” 
Vietor Gollancz’s new 3d. pamphlet, 
ought to be a complete silencer to 
the current parrot-cries of the 
hate-mongers. Whether it will be 
depends upon how many of them 
ean be brought to read it. 

Victor Gollancz reminds those who 
now cry for vengeance against the 
whole German people that “ this 
sin... has been going on ever since 
Hitler came to power in the early 
weeks of 1933.” 


No there was never the smallest excuse for 
pleading ignorance. And now ask yourself, 
reader—what did you do about it? Noth- 


ing? Why? Because you didn’t care 
enough a Because it was none of your 
business ? Because you couldn't bear to 


think about it, and so averted your eyes? 
Or because—because—'well, what on eart 
could I, an ordinary, powerless individual, 
do anyhow?” 

He produces figures to show that in 
ten named concentration camps, 
“there were at any given moment 
from 1933 to 1939, on an average, 


100,000 Germans. 

“And if somebody replies ‘ Anyhow, who 
except Germans ever behaved like this?’, I 
tell him that in the German slaughter- 
camps of Poland many of the gaolers and 
executioners were Latvians, Lithuanians 
and Ukrainians: that, according to Miss 
Myrtle Wright, a Quaker Englishwoman 
who hax just returned after four years in 
occupied Norway, the Norwegian quisling 
SS men in the Norwegian concentration 
camps ‘often outdid their German colleagues 
in brutality’: and that when a concentra- 
tion-camp near Brussels was liberated, a 
Belgian prisoner told the Foreign Editor 
of the Daily Herald that most of the 
torturers were Flemish Belgian Fascists. 
And I ask him what he imagines went on 
under Codreanu’s Iron Guard in Rumania? 


Mr. Gollancz puts his case vigorously. 
While sticking rigidly to the facts, 
his own convictions get full expres- 
sion: 


| 


“(The horror is to be explained not by non- 


sensical myths about blood but by the plain 
fneta of environment, conditioning and 
human psychology. There are potentialities 
for good and for evil in every human 
being: who can look for a moment into his 
own soul and deny it? ... It is said that 
civilized men, if they once taste human 
flesh, hecome mad. These SS men are mad 
with that kind of madness. God forgive 
them, and those who made them what they 
are.”’ 

It is a duty to get the pamphlet into 
the hands of those who need to read 
it. 

Published from 8 Blackateck Bd., London, 

N.4, by “Peace News” Ltd. Printed by Chifford 

Printing Co. (T.U.), London, N.16. 


The tragedy is in that “If.” Have 
we had a “cause” in any inspiring 
sense, beyond our national will to sur- 
vive and to defeat German Nazism? 


Manipulated election 


ee HE main reason why we should 
keep the parties together,” as 
the Manchester Guardian (May 22) 
observes, “is to have a common 
policy in Europe.” But the imme- 
diate effect of Mr. Churchill’s deci- 
sion to strike for the Tories while 
the iron is (as his advisers believe) 
hot is to prevent his carrying “a 
common policy in Europe” to the 
next meeting of the Big Three. 


It is significant that the Prime 
Minister, who can plead a cause as 
eloquently as anyone, did not advance 
this one valid argument in his end- 
of-term letter to Mr. Attlee. Yet no 
reasoning short of this would induce 
the junior partner in the Coalitior 
to retain that status while the ten- 
year-old Parliament wearied its way 
into teen-age. 

Is there any good reason why the 
Coalition should not survive VE-Day 
by four instead of two months? The 
scrappily reconstituted electoral roll, 
the uncompleted “agreed” legisla- 
tion, and the larger number of 
citizens disfranchised: these are over- 
whelming practical objections to a 
midsummer election. 

Nevertheless Mr. Churchill 
plunges, speculating on a personal 
popularity which will diminish as the 
Pacific War drags on into winter, 
with no spectacular rise in the food 


and fuel rations, 

‘“We can at least congratulate the Con- 
servative Party on its powers of political 
manipulation. If this is its temper the elec- 
tion is not one to be looked forward to with 


pleasure or enthusiasm.’ ' {Manchester 
Guardian, May 22.) 
The Labour Party’s alacrity in 


accepting the challenge is encourag- 
ing. Parliament would have been the 
better for a coherent opposition three 
years ago. Mr. Churchill may now 
be doing better service to the nation 
—and the world—than he knows. 


“ ARGUS ” 


Peace News is open for the expression of ali 
points of view relevant to pacifism. Articles 
in it, whether signed or unsigned, do not 
necessarily represent the policy of the Peace 
Fledge Union, of which it is the weekly organ. 
Mor does the acceptance of advertisementa 
imply any endorsement of, or PPU connexion 
with, the matter advertieed. 


UST when the piteous spec- 
tacle of wholesale misery in 
Germany began to prompt 

first stirrings of the spirit of 
peace, the concentration-camp 
horrors became new oil upon the 
checked flames of hate. 


Let us not forget that we do not 
hang the worst criminal without a 
trial, including the cross-examination 
of hostile witnesses, and evidence 
and speeches for the defence, all of 
which are absent in our judgment of 
the camps. Let it be remembered, 
also, that the British Government of 
the time did not allow the Congo 
atrocities to prejudice relations with 
the Belgian nation, nor did qa later 
government attack Russia on account 
of the deportations to death of mil- 
lions of “kulaks.” Nevertheless what 
matters more is the question “What 
next?” 


Fair shares? 


The most obvious yet least discussed 
aspect of the war has been that of a 
conflict between three Powers con- 
trolling nearly 50 per cert. of the 
land-surface of the world and three 
other Powers, with denser populations, 
limited (before their late conquests) 
to about 1 per cent. Are the concen- 
tration-camps to prove that it is the 
rich in territory which are good, and 
the poor that are brutal and bad? 

Furthermore, is it to be concluded 
that Germany in particular must be 
written off with the words once ap- 
plied to the British Labour Party, of 
being “unfit to govern”? 

Leading a Europe united under her 
sway, Germany wanted to become a 
world Power, The aim was inter- 
preted as one of world domination; 
yet the expressed demand was simply 
for equality with the existing Big 
Three or Four or Five. All this, of 
course, is now past. 

But, with Hitler dead and Ger- 
many ruined, still the question 
stands, The Nazi dream 1s shat- 
tered. There can be no Germany 
equal with other countries in wealth 
and power through enforcing @ con- 
solidation of Europe. But seventy 
millions must live. What, then, is to 
be their alternative? 

Other countries with other millions 


are as limited. Germany, Italy, and 


_'Japan were at the overflowing stage. 


WAR-CRIMINAL TRIALS 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE }) 


Francisco were to deliberate upon 
the theses of Leon Duguit and G. W. 
Keeton on the development of inter- 
national community than upon the 
gtructure and power of the Security 
Council proposed at Dumbarton 
Oaks, and examine the implications 
of the Indian delegate’s statement 
that nations should be regarded as 
interdependent rather than as 
independent. 

The chief task at this moment is 
to lay down the foundations of 
national interdependence and inter- 
national community wherein the laws 
of humanity properly defined and 
formulated will have unrestricted 
currency, and where unlawful con- 


duct shall be a matter of personal: 


rather than State accountability. 
There can be no proper beginning of 
true International Law and Justice 
until the doctrine of State sover- 
eignty is abandoned or very severely 
circumscribed. 

All the forces that are at work in 
the world except the strictly political 
forces tend unmitigatingly to the 
disintegration of State sovereignty. 
They do more than that, they tend 
positively, despite notorious political 
hindrances and obstructions, to the 
integration of international com- 
munity. There is the danger that 
San Francisco may harden those 
political hindrances and impede the 
progress of events in the direction of 
the realization of this wider com- 
munity in which law and justice can 
function. 


We are conscious of the increasing 
interdependence of peoples at dif- 
ferent levels of life—more manifestly 
on the economie level. It is at that 
level that the major hindrances seem 
most noticeable. Politics should 
keep pace with the other tendencies 
but, as W. B. Munro the American 


author wrote, “When politics becomes 
economics the politician flounders.” 
Nevertheless, as domestic economy 
by stages has given place to national 
economy, so national econamy is, per- 
force, giving place to international 
economy. 

The next step in the task of 
“liberation” is to set man free in the 
world in which he lives, a world which 
is rapidly contracting in its social 
denotation, and in which man will no 
longer be under the tyranny of the 
institutions he has laboriously created 
for his convenience in his progress 
from tribal subjugation to the full 
measure of a universal “human” 
civilization which he has not yet 
attained, To attain that higher 
standard of obligation will involve a 
radieal change in outlook and man- 
ners. It will also involve, neces- 
sarily, big changes in the organiza- 
tional basis of international relations. 

To insist, as is being done now, 
that “war criminals” should be 
brought to account and that the 
neutrality of a country which har- 
bours them is no longer to be 
observed, forces open wide the poli- 
cal door and brings us face to face 
with tremendous possibilities in 
the future development of inter- 
national relations and in the trans- 
lation from sovereignty to com- 
munity—so vital a consideration if 

International Law and Justice are 

to be a reality in the relations of 

peoples and not merely the fictions 
of power-politics, 

That wrong-doers should be 
answerable for their wrong-doing is 
a clear enough social principle. It 
is necessary to extend that principle 
to conduct injurious to good inter- 
national relations and decent 
humanity, and to resolve its obliga- 
tions into terms of personal respon- 
sibility, for the ultimate reality in 
international relations, as in all other 
relations of men, is man. States and 

Powers are fictions. 


— 


THIS QUESTION REMAINS 


By Percy Redfern 


Poland, Hungary, Rumania, the 
Czechs, Greece, Sweden, may not feel 
a pressure. But for them too, the 
question of sharing with the mighty 
will arise. Solve the German question 
and we offer a potential solution for 
them as well. 


Censure doesn’t help 


Even if we are morally superior to 
the Germans, condemnation, by itself, 
will not do. As with the Russia of 
1918 onwards, censure helps neither 
the past nor the present. If in en- 
forcing her brand of unity, Germany 
has been stupid and cruel, what are 
we to think of our centuries of frus- 
tration of unity, down to the ruined 
Europe of today? 

Again, in so far as power obtained 
and defended by war was challenged 
by war, in the absence of pacific 
means of change how can we say that 
only the challengers were wrong? 
There must be first that essential 
peaceableness which will organize re- 
distributions of power in the spirit of 
agreement. This is what we have now 
to sit down and think about. 

No doubt we must educate Ger- 
many, but so must Germany teach us. 
With the Germans in Germany we 
have to exchange comprehension of 
the justice which each country has 
felt in its own cause. Pacifists, near- 
pacifists, or simply unlabelled people 
now revolted by war, can we not thus 
begin some effort toward a new era of 
understanding? i 

Taking the first step of admitting a 
case, let us demand a short history of 
the causes of the war as the Germans 
see them, and, especially, a collection 
of letters by men and women typical 
of the German millions, telling why 
and how and for what those common 
people fought. Given these, and giving 
in exchange our story, pacifist and 
combatant, at last we may raise our 
eyes toward an’ horizon of peace. 


INTERNATIONAL 


WAR RESISTERS’ 


GIFTS OF CLOTHING 


(clean and repaired) 


are 


URGENTLY NEEDED 
for DISTRIBUTION 


in 


NORWAY and BELGIUM 


Will P.P.U. members 
operate by sending such gifts to:— 
The War Resisters’ International, 


11, Abbey Road, 
Enfield, Middlesex. 


and friends co- 


Distribution through our own Norwegian 
and Belgian members. 


Lendon Area PPU Meeting 


A PACIFIST IN OCCUPIED 
NORWAY 


The experiences of MYRTLE WRIGHT 
Chairman: ROY WALKER 
« DENISON HOUSE HALL 
‘Vauxhall Bridge Read, $.W.1. 


(1 minute Victoria Station) 


Friday, June Ist at 7.15 p.m. 


Admission Free 


‘| HILLSIDE VEGETARIAN 


HOLIDAY CAMP 


Goedrington Sands, Paignton, 
outh Deven. 


This camp will open on June 16, 1945. 

BEAUTIFULLY situated with open 
‘SEA views of TORBAY. Ten minutes’ 
walk to choice of three beaches. Con- 
venient and frequent buses to Paignton 
—-Torquay—Brixham. Cottage Tents or 
Sleeping Chalets. Central Dining Hall. 
Three good variel VEGETARIAN meals 
daily, prepared by experienced vegetarian 


cooks; attractive sandwich meals for 
ramblers. 
ALL IN PER 
cost: £2 10s. Od. Week. 


“Reduction for Youngsters. 


Accommodation very limited this 
seaaon. Write for Brochure, and book 
your dates early. Until Camp opens 
address letters to:— 


j GEO. A. PRATT, 


Taylor's Orchard, Goodrington, 
PAIGNTON. 
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